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FROM THE CHAPTER DIRECTORS: 
 

 Saturday 15 May dawned bright, beautiful & warm.  

Surprise!  A great day for a Mystery Ride.  Eleven cycles 

met at the Poodle Dog in Fife and we were off.  In Gig 

Harbor our cycle died.  That was the beginning of our 

Mystery Ride, while the other thirteen cycles went on their 

Mystery Ride.   

Luckily, for us we had towing insurance through GWRRA 

Rescue Plus.  A flat bed was dispatched and a short time later, it arrived.  Our cycle 

was hoisted onto the flat, then Levi was lifted into the ½ seat of the cab, and Maxine 

was boosted up with Levi.  As the driver reached across her to buckle the seatbelt, he 

asked, “Does he bite?” while at the same time Levi was licking his face.  Garry got into 

the truck and so did the driver announcing that his name was Fred.  Moreover, we were 

on our way home. He told us he loved his work and that the day before he had helped 

out a troop of Girl Scouts that had broken down near McChord.   “NOW TODAY,” he 

announced “I am helping a motorcycle!”  Who knows what tomorrow will bring for him?   

Arriving home, Garry, Levi and Maxine disembarked Fred‟s rig and the cycle was lifted 

down.  Only after a picture was taken, “for the boss.” 

We arrived home safe, and it was rewarding to receive all of the phone calls later that 

evening that called to check on our safety.  What a great „Family‟ Chapter V really is.  

We even received the offer for the use of an alternator, if it was needed.  This brings to 

a conclusion to our Mystery Ride.  Where did the rest of you go? 

… 

 



FROM THE ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS: 
 

AC/D‟ TWO BITS 

 Still Gone Fishin‟ 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHAPTER EDUCATOR: 
 

Stealing license plates: 

A woman said her son found his license plate missing so 

he called the police to file a report. They told him people 

were stealing the plates to get free gas. Given the rise in 

gas prices, people have taken to stealing license plates, 

putting them on their car, then getting gas and running. 

The gas station will have 'your' license plate # and you 

could be in trouble for 'pump and run.' Check your car 

periodically to be sure you still have a plate. If you should find it missing, file a report 

immediately!!! Keep an eye on your license plate. Make sure you always know it's there. 

When the license plate is reported as the 'drive off vehicle', it's YOU they contact. Be 

aware! Be aware of your license plates, most of us never look to see if the plates are 

there or not. 

 

Some riding thoughts for the new season: 

Now that the riding season is here, some words that might make you think about why 

you ride. It is now a new riding season and your machine is in order, how about you? 

You probably will or are about to dust off your machine from its long winters nap. Don't 

go out without checking the mechanical parts on your ride and don't go too far without 

first a little Parking Lot Practice (PLP) BEFORE you get out and into the traffic. 

Rejuvenating your mind, body, and spirit, is part of the motorcycling season too. Just 

remember how it all comes together on your two or three wheeler. 

 



There are two types of people in this world, people who ride motorcycles and people 

who wish they could ride motorcycles. 

People are like motorcycles: each is customized a bit differently. 

The best modifications cannot be seen from the outside. 

Only a biker knows why a dog sticks his head out of a car window. 

Four wheels move the body. Two or three wheels move the soul. 

 

Most motorcycle problems are caused by the nut that connects the handlebars to the 

saddle. 

A good mechanic will let you watch without charging you for it. 

Practice wrenching on your own bike. 

Keep your bike in good repair: Motorcycle boots are NOT comfortable for walking. 

If you can't get it going with bungee cords and electrician's tape, it's serious. 

Always replace the cheapest parts first. 

A bike on the road is worth two in the shed. 

There's something ugly about a NEW bike on a trailer. 

A friend is someone who'll get out of bed at 2:00 am to drive his pickup to the middle of 

nowhere to get you when you're broken down. 

 

Always back your bike into the curb, and sit where you can see it. 

Bikes parked out front mean good chicken-fried steak inside. 

Good coffee should be indistinguishable from 50-weight motor oil. 

 

Work to ride and ride to work. 

Sometimes it takes a whole tank of fuel before you can think straight. 

You can forget what you do for a living when your knees are in the breeze. 

 

Winter is Nature's way of telling you to polish. 

The best view of a thunderstorm is in your rearview mirror. 

If you don't ride in the rain, you don't ride. 

Whatever it is, it's better in the wind. 

Midnight bugs taste just as bad as noon-time bugs. 

If you catch a yellow jacket in your shirt at 70 mph, you can double your vocabulary. 

Never do less than forty miles before breakfast. 

Don't lead the pack if you don't know where you're going. 

When you're riding lead, don't spit. 

 

Always ride your own ride. 

Never be afraid to slow down. 

Never hesitate to ride past the last street light at the edge of town. 



Don't ride so late into the night that you sleep through the sunrise. 

The best alarm clock is sunshine on chrome. 

 

If you ride like there's no tomorrow, there won't be. 

Sometimes the fastest way to get there is to stop for the night. 

Riding faster than everyone else only guarantees you'll ride alone. 

There are drunken riders. There are older riders. There are NO old, drunken riders. 

If you want to get somewhere before sundown, you can't stop at every tavern. 

Thin leather looks good in the bar, but it won't save your butt from road rash if you go 

down. 

 

Life may begin at 30, but it doesn't get real interesting until about 90 mph! 

If you wait, all that happens is that you get older. 

A good, long ride can clear your mind, restore your faith, and use up a lot of fuel. 

Young riders pick a destination and go... Old riders pick a direction and go. 

Respect the person who has seen the dark side of motorcycling and lived. 

Never try to race an old geezer; he may have one more gear than you. 

Gray-haired riders don't get that way from pure luck. 

You start the game of life with a full pot o' luck and an empty pot o' experience... The 

object is to fill the pot of experience before you empty the pot of luck. 

 

Saddlebags can never hold everything you want, but they CAN hold everything you need. 

Sometimes, the best communication happens when you're on separate bikes. 

It takes more love to share the saddle than it does to share the bed. 

 

Everyone crashes. Some get back on. Some don't. Some can't. 

Don't argue with an 18-wheeler. 

Never be ashamed to unlearn an old habit. 

Patience is the ability to keep your motor idling. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

JOHN E. DOUGHTY 

GWRRA Chapter V Educator 

 

 



FROM THE CHAPTER NEWSLETTER EDITORS: 
 

I just want to thank all of those that submitted articles and 

ride reports this month.  You are making my job much 

easier and really making the newsletter much more 

entertaining.  Keep up the good work! 

 

April Chapter B‟s Harvest Run by Bob Brooke: 

On Saturday 5 June,  I went up to Bremerton to Cliff‟s Cycle Center for Chapter B‟s 

Harvest run.  It was a beautiful day and the run was a charity event benefiting the 

Salvation army. 

Never found out how many bikes were there but the turnout was impressive.  I was a 

little disappointed that I was the only Chapter V member there but since this was the 

same weekend as the Special Olympics, I understood why. 

It was a pleasant ride in great weather over 85 miles of back roads.  We started out of 

Cliff‟s on a short but very wandering route to Brother‟s Motorsports for the first 

checkpoint.   

The second segment wound out of Bremerton and then back toward Route 3 for the 

second checkpoint at Legends Harley Davidson.    

Leg three took us toward Seabeck and to Scenic Beach State Park (I didn‟t see the 

beach but it was a really cute park. 

Leg 4 left the park and followed Hood Canal toward Tahuya then to Belfair and Belfair 

State Park for checkpoint 4. 

From checkpoint 4 we headed back the Old Belfair Highway into Bremerton and back to 

Cliff‟s for checkpoint 5 and the barbequed pulled pork and coleslaw that was included 

with the run.  The food was good and just about the right amount for lunch.   

Unfortunately, I did not manage to win anything this trip but I did have a great time and 

saw many people I hadn‟t had a chance to see in a long time.  The only bad part of this 

run was I left Barb home and really missed the best navigator I have ever ridden with.  

It‟s tough to drive and read instructions at the same time. 

Overall, it was a really good ride through beautiful curvy roads with great scenery and 

weather.   I think the only thing that could have made it better would have been to have 

more friends to share it with. 



 

Part of the Bikes that went on the Harvest run back at Cliff‟s for lunch. 

 

FROM THE CHAPTER SECRETAY 
 

 Notes from the June 3, 2010 Chapter Gathering 

Special guest was Jeff Klein from the Emergency Food 

Network.  He impressed us with the numbers of people that 

are fed from the food distributed from the local 65 food banks.  

For every $1 donated to the food banks the Food Network can 

purchase $12 worth of food.   

Upcoming events include the Special Olympics, the Harvest 

Run, the Duck Run plus our own Chapter Olympic Peninsula 

ride on June 18th, 19th, and 20th and our Mystery Ride on June 



26th.    July 15th – 18th is the District Rally in Port Townsend. 

Items of Interest: 

Garry and Maxine are going to host a meeting on June 28th for all members to discuss 

the Mall Show and the Progressive dinner scheduled for July 10th.  

 

JD Miller advised all members to be especially aware at stop signs and stop lights of the 

traffic behind you.  Be prepared to move if the cars behind you do not stop.   

 

Promotion for Ride for Kids.  Our Chapter is donating $500 from the profits made when 

hosting the Federal Way Rest Stop in March. 

 

Check your first aid kits and to insure your kit is up to date.  Make sure the band aids 

are not so old that they don‟t stick.  

Birthday in June include Betty Willard, Maria Elmquist, Myra Getchell and Ken Glasby.  

Dan & Phoenix Landis celebrate their anniversary.  

Dennis Murphy‟s name was drawn for the Color Draw.  

50/50 was won by Vic Parr 

Because of the July 4th Holiday, our next Gathering will be on July 8th.  This change will 

be posted on our web site. 

 

FROM YOUR RIDE COORDINATOR:  
 

 We had a great ride on the 15th of May.  We had a dozen 

wings.  We met up in Gig Harbor and toured out to Jarrel 

Cove State Park for lunch.  After lunch we headed back 

home by various routes.  A great time was had, with lots of 

back road riding, beautiful scenery and great friends. 

May 21st was our Soap Lake weekend ride.  We had a 

dozen people show up over the weekend.  The Inn at Soap 



Lake was a great place to stay again.  The weather was a little cool but that was ok.  

We rode over to Othello for a day ride and partook of their 100 year celebration.  The 

ride back on Sunday was good and Ruth & I headed for Sandpoint Idaho when 

everyone else headed west. 

June 18 – 20 will be our Olympic loop ride with a stop at the Hungry Bear Café, Motel & 

RV park on Friday night.  Saturday we will head down the coast stopping at The 

Islander Resort in Westport for Saturday night and then home on Sunday. 

June 26 will be our next Mystery ride and Jan Ljunggren is coordinating that ride.  

Should be good. 

 

Looking forward to seeing all of you on our rides. 

 

Jim & Ruth Johnson 

 

RIDE REPORTS: 
 

Soap Lake Ride ï by Jan and Leroy Ljunggren 

 May 21, 22, and 23, 2010 

On May 21st John and Neena Stoner, Jim and Ruth Johnson, Jan and LeRoy Ljunggren 

and Dwight and Kathleen Grosvenor bundled up, plugged in, and headed toward Soap 

Lake.   This was only after many phone calls back and forth on Thursday evening and 

then again Friday morning because of the unpredictable weather forecast.  Most of us 

were ready to take our cars until Neena and John informed the rest of us that this is a 

Motorcycle event and we needed to be on our bikes and not in our cars.   After all, what 

is a little rain!   

Vic and Sharon Parr were already in Eastern Washington and joined us every day.  

John Doughty and Terri Harter joined us on Saturday when we all rode to Othello to join 

that town‟s celebration of their 100 year anniversary.  We eat from the food vendors in 

the park and had ice cream at McDonalds.    



Somehow we avoided the rain all weekend except for going over Snoqualmie Pass 

coming home on Sunday.  Despite the weather being colder than in previous years, 

everyone had a wonderful time. 

 

And another report on the same ride by Vic and Sharon Parr 

 

SOAP LAKE RIDE ï 2010 

 

Preparations for our ride to Soap Lake actually began last year with some of our 

group making early reservations at the Inn of Soap Lake motel 

(http://www.innsoaplake.com/).  This was necessary since the Inn is very popular and 

rooms become scarce when events are occurring in and around the city of Soap Lake.  

Our own preparation also began several months earlier by making reservations at the 

Crescent Bar Campgrounds near Quincy, WA. 

Last year we had joined the others for this ride in Auburn, WA and traveled through 

Leavenworth, WA toward Soap Lake.  This year we decided to load the bike up in our 

toy-hauler and utilize one of our resort campgrounds.  Being retired makes a big 

difference on when you can leave for an event and how long you wish to stay.  Our goal 

was to arrive at the campground early enough to take several rides throughout the 

countryside and find some good roads and sites to present to the others when they 

arrived in Soap Lake. 

Although the weather on this side of the Cascades was cloudy with some showers, 

it was nothing like the storms that were buffeting the West side.  At one point in my 

conversation with Jim Johnson the topic of them making the ride in covered wagons 

was mentioned.  We had some terrific winds to contend with and the skies were cloudy, 

but rain was scarce enough that we were able to take several rides.  We rode to the 

Wenatchee, WA area and checked out the Ohme Gardens County Park 

(http://www.ohmegardens.com/) and even did took a tour of the Aplets and Cotlets 

factory (http://www.libertyorchards.com/factory_tour) in Cashmere, WA.  Our rides even 

took us to the town of Palisades, WA so we could take some pictures to qualify for our 

APPLE pin(http://gwrra-wav.org/docs/AppleVRunFlyer2.pdf) photo tour. 

On Friday the group that was going to join us on this side of the mountains departed 

from Auburn, WA and traveled Interstate 90 due to the inclement weather.  We received 

a call from Jim Johnson telling us that they were getting fuel in Ephrata, WA and would 

be in Soap Lake shortly.  We left our campground which was about 30 miles from Soap 

http://www.innsoaplake.com/
http://www.ohmegardens.com/
http://www.libertyorchards.com/factory_tour
http://gwrra-wav.org/docs/AppleVRunFlyer2.pdf


Lake and rode to join them at their destination.  On the way we took a photo of Ephrata 

for the APPLE pin.  We arrived in Soap Lake and our bike joined 6 others parked in 

front of the Inn.  We joined LeRoy & Jan Ljunggren, Dwight & Kathleen Grosvenor, John 

& Neena Stoner, and Jim & Ruth Johnson for some lively socializing and later a dinner 

at a local restaurant.  After dinner we talked about different rides that we could take on 

Saturday.  Last year we had gone to the Grand Coulee Dam so we did not want to 

repeat that adventure.  Jan had researched some events that were occurring in the 

surrounding areas and found that Othello, WA was having a centennial celebration.  But 

the decision was to ride to the Ohme Gardens and meet up with us at the campgrounds 

on the way after John Doughty and Terri Harter arrived in Soap Lake.  We left the Soap 

Lake group and headed back to the campgrounds before it got too dark. 

Saturday morning arrived and we enjoyed breakfast while waiting for the call from 

the group letting us know that they were on their way to our campsite.  The call came 

from Jan Ljunggren asking us to meet them back in Soap Lake since they were going to 

take the ride to Othello and meet John & Terri there.  We gathered our things together 

and took the bike for the ride to Soap Lake.  After a short chat about directions, ride 

captain, and “tail gunner” we departed for Othello which was about 40 miles away.  The 

skies were cloudy, but we had an enjoyable ride to the centennial.  We arrived and 

parked our bikes in a parking lot and walked the block‟s length to the city park where the 

festivities were.  This is a very small town and the crowd was not that large.  There were 

more food vendors than other type of displays.  There were several booths for souvenirs 

and chance to win a prize.  There was also a grandstand for bands, etc.  We missed the 

morning parade and opening ceremonies, but were entertained by some native Indian 

dances while we ate some of the vendor‟s foods which were mostly of the Mexican 

cuisine.  We also found John and Terri in the park. 

After spending some time enjoying the food and entertainment we decided to start 

back to Soap Lake.  Besides, there was a mean looking cloud coming our way and dry 

pavement is always better traveling.  We spent the remainder of the afternoon enjoying 

the accommodations of the Inn and the area at the Lake itself.  Jim Johnson and LeRoy 

commandeered a couple of barbeques and we had a great feast – although we were 

chased inside by a shower which only lasted a short while.  The daylight was quickly 

coming to an end and, again, we departed to our campsite. 

Sunday was a day of departure for those who stayed in Soap Lake.  Most of the 

group went back West of the Cascades, but Jim & Ruth went to Idaho.  Our stay at the 

campgrounds was going to be for another week.  During that time we rode to 

Wenatchee and toured the Ohme Gardens and visited several other sites for the APPLE 

pin which included Peshastin, WA and Leavenworth.   



This was a great weekend spent with our friends.  Many thanks to Jan Ljunggren for 

setting the trip together and Jim Johnson for doing additional coordinations. 

Ride safe and often, 

Vic & Sharon Parr 

 

WASHINGTON SPECIAL OLYMPICS (SOWA) – BICYCLE VENUE 

submitted by Vic Parr 

This is one of the events that we ensure is placed on our schedule of events (ride 

card) for the year.  John Doughty (the organizer for this event within our chapter) has 

even written an article in the Wing World about our chapter participation in supporting 

the bicycle races.  Our main purpose is to ensure a safe route for the race participants 

and provide rapid communications to the base station via CBs or remote radios in the 

event of a race participant injury or bicycle breakdown.  This enables the medics or 

coach to respond to the individuals needs in a timely manner. 

This year I was making certain that our calendar was open for this weekend.  This 

meant returning home from the Memorial Day weekend camping soon enough to get 

prepared for the Special Olympic weekend.  Now we had to clean the bike, make sure 

the fuel tank was full, and gather all the necessary clothing – to include rain gear, just in 

case.  I had been watching the weather forecast for several days and it looked like 

clouds with possible showers on Saturday and partly cloudy on Sunday.  Plus, I had to 

make sure my alarm was set for the correct time for an early morning rising. 

I awoke way before the alarm was supposed to go off and got our coffee brewing.  

Sharon was a little slower on the getting out and alive, but soon was rejuvenated by a 

cup of freshly brewed coffee.  We packed some snacks and made sure we had some 

bottled water in our luggage trunk.  The sky was cloudy but no rain in sight.  Ah, a plus 

there.  We left early enough in order to meet some of the other volunteers at the 

McDonald‟s near Hwy 512 and South Tacoma Way.  All of the volunteers had the 

necessary paperwork in order to pass through base Security and continue to the event 

check-in.  We had Garry Alexander, John Doughty, Vic & Sharon Parr, Ken Glasby, 

Dwight & Kathleen Grosvenor, and Charles Carroll meet at the gathering place.  Jim 

Wilson would join up with us later since it was out of the way for his commute. 

We arrived at the race site in plenty of time to get registered and obtain the 

necessary radio sets from the communications coordinator, Carl Leon.  Here we were 

introduced to some other motorcycle volunteers, Mark and Brenda Waterman from 

GWTA Chapter C and Phil Terry from GWRRA Chapter Q.  We were also treated to 

liquid refreshments (coffee, juice, water, etc.) and some pastries to get our sugar high.  



Now that we had some sustenance, we were ready to take a look at the race course to 

verify that it was free of any debris that might cause a race participant to take a tumble 

and be injured.  Several spots needed a push of the broom to clear the gravel that 

construction vehicles had deposited and the street sweeper was unable to completely 

remove.  This was all accomplished in time for the first race to begin. 

The race participants were now on their way around the course.  The course was 

5K (5,000) meters long or approximately 3.1 miles.  Some of the races were once, 

twice, four times, and even eight times around the course.  There were numerous 

makes of bikes to include one that was operated by a hand crank.  Some of the riders 

were real racers, but then there were the real slooowww ones where the cooling fans on 

our bikes were given a real workout.  We had a “Lead Bike” which was identified with a 

green flag, two roving Check Point riders, a “Trailing Bike” which was identified with a 

red flag, and several roving motorcyclists who helped ensure that there was a quick 

response to any incident that would need some immediate attention and communication 

with base station.  Our contact with the participant was only if there was an injury that 

was life threatening.  Otherwise, it was all in the medical team or coaches hands. 

Jim Johnson joined us for the Saturday afternoon races.  Then later in the day 

Dennis Murphy stopped by after he obtained his base pass.  We gave him a tour of the 

race track and introduced him to our procedures.  We enjoyed the warmth of the sun for 

most of the day. 

Sunday gave us another surprise weather wise.  Well, maybe not a surprise since 

we live in Washington.  It was raining.  Now, this was a contradiction to what the 

weatherman was predicting.  Oh, well – unless it would cause harm to the race 

participants, the show would go on and we would be needed.  So, on goes the rain gear 

and off to meet with the others at the same McDonalds.  This time my bride was not 

with me and Charles Carroll had injured his back on Saturday.  Jim Johnson was 

replaced by Dennis Murphy.  We again arrived at the race site and this time made full 

use of the tent that covered us and our trusty steeds.   

We couldn‟t stay in the tents all the time, so after a provided breakfast we checked 

the race course again for any debris.  The participants took to the road as willingly as if 

it was dry.  Nothing seemed to daunt their determination but they did maneuver a little 

more cautiously around the corners due to the wet streets. 

All through the race the participants were cheered on by us as we roved around the 

course and family, friends, volunteers, and other participants at the checkpoints and the 

finish line.  Although medals were presented to the top three finishers, all participants 

were considered winners.  The looks of jubilation on their faces as they crossed finish 

line gave us a sense of pride for them and satisfaction that we did our part in ensuring 



they had a safe event.  I know I will be standing in the line to volunteer to support this 

event again next year.  You are also welcome join me. 

Photos are available at our web site (www.gwrra-wav.org)  

 

RECIPE CORNER: 
 

Submitted by Maxine Alexander 

 

Deli Macaroni Salad 

 

2 cups Elbow Macaroni  3/4 cup Ham (I use turkey ham) 

1/2 cup green bell pepper  1/2 cup sour cream 

1 cup Cheddar Cheese, cubed 1 cup Celery chopped 

1/4 cup Green Onion chopped 2 tsp prepared Mustard 

dash White or Black Pepper  2 hard boiled Eggs 

 

Combine all ingredients and mix well.  Refrigerate, Serve on platter lined with salad 

greens. 

 

CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS: 
 

Myra Getchell   June 04 

Marla Elmquist   June 14 

CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

Phoenix and Dan Landis  June 14 

http://www.gwrra-wav.org/

